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Information 
on the Situatien of the Visually Handicapped se Poland 

‘Aftex the World War II the blind in the Polish Peoples Republic 
yesumed their activity aiming at establishing their own, unaform, 
autonomous organization by burning the then existing numiexous 
sharitabie institutions and regien:i organizations of Sisablied pevsons 

Thanks to the favourable coaditicns which haa been offered by the 
new stojai structure, in 1951 theiz endeavours were exowned With 
success and the Polish Union of the Blind sas oxganized, A few yeaxs 
latez, the esonomic activity of the Uniow was guyned over ta the 
speoially Organized for this purposé Thien of Cecreratives of the 
Blinds At present, the whole astivity 9F she Biind 28 sencenirated if 
these tao Yniens. 

The Paltish Union of the Blind is the sole SE ganigasis 32 which 
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262 edequate test, ete. in this activity She Unlon alosely aa-operates 


ith the central ang iocai state avbhorities anf with e number of 
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seoial establishments and organisations, among others with the 
Ministry ef Health and Ssoial Affaive, Ministey of Baueatieu /eithin 
the seope of teaching blind children’, Union of Cooperatives ef the 
Blind, iecal government authorities. sic. 

The supexiox authority of the Union is its Central Beard domlei led 
28 WaPsawve it heads 17 istsist Boards in all the PECVLECES, and these. 
28 $UER, head abeut 200 loesi units felrcles and sroups/, Tn this vey 
the whole country is eovered by the activity of the Unien, The offienes 
e2 the Union consist ef blind persons who eve elected at all levels. 
Directly sucordinated to the Centers] Boavd in Wavsay ave the Eredide 
Printiag House, Centval Braille Libye 
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= There Were sesarised 35 BeaLiic writing cGurses compiated By 325 
b22nd persoass further 50 blind persons beine teught individueliv. 
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Persons, end 40 blind persons studies ab the universities. Apart 


Of the assistance afforded by the State; all the studying blind 
persons ohtained seeder schela e2aghips and material assistance 
feen the Union. 
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| Furthernoze , there was opened im Warsaw the first district 
soasulting eentxe Reriseming rehabiistation activity ameag the blAné 


Pezsoens whe axe bayend the Centre. 


Sheze 25 pianneé a simiiar Rehsbilitatien Centve for the blind sexcons 
living in the country. 
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teeetiem their keep, the vest went begsing sr iived at the expense of 
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 &£&texr the Vorid War II the number of employed blind persons was 
eomstancly increasing end in 1963 zeached an imexeesive figuze of 
6,080. 

Whe Gajerity of the visually handicapped are enployed in the . 
Caoperatives of the Blind. in 1963 the Union of Cooperatives of the 
Blind, démiciied in Varsaw, ass0tiated 23 cooperatives siiuated als 
aver the eountey © 
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AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR THE &IND 


15 WEST 16th STREET 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 1001) 


